THE EMPIRE  AS BURDEN AND SUPPORT
market for their exports could be answered by the
suspension of their interest and amortization services
for British loans, and the suspension of the transfer of
dividends on British capital invested in the Empire.
As long as the economic dependence of the Dominions
on Great Britain continues to exist it will be an import-
ant political factor, and the result of this dependence
is that the Dominions are intimately concerned with
the fate of Great Britain, and her defeat in wax would
indirectly hit the Dominions heavily. Thus, in addition
to common bonds of moral and intellectual sympathy
there is the material interest of the Dominions in the
prosperity of Great Britain to be taken into account,
and it contributes towards making the defence of Great
Britain the common task of the whole Empire.
The other side of the medallion is that the Dominions
as fellow sufferers in any loss demand the right to a
say in the determination of British foreign policy.
With this we have now arrived at the most important
factor which might threaten the internal cohesion of
the British Empire. Great Britain's relations to her
Dominions have now been satisfactorily settled and the
struggle of the Dominions for their independence is
a thing of the past. The former British Empire has
developed into a unique institution whose inner
cohesion is greater than would appear on the surface,
and it faces the world as a united whole. The problem
is now how to regulate the relations of this institution
to the rest of the world. What is to be the foreign
policy of the Empire ?
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